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me take the bad possibility first. It may be that I, in
whose hands these two powers now are placed, shall
prove too weak to bear that burden, too blind to walk
along that difficult path. It may be that I shall err on
the one side or on the other, either making the Society
too exoteric and empty, a material thing, or, on the other
hand, pressing too far the spiritual side, with all that that
means. It may be that the task is too great, and that
the time has not come. I recognise that as possible;
for in all questions of peoples, persons, and times, experi-
ments may be made which it is known will fail, in order
that out of the failure fresh wisdom may be gathered,
and it may be that this shall be a failure. And if so
it matters not, for out of that failure some higher good
will spring. That is the conviction of those who know
that the Self is ever in us, and that the Self can never
perish; so that it matters not what catastrophe may
come, provided faith in the Self remains secure with
His endless possibilities of recovery, and greater powers
of manifestation. And it may quite well be that, in
hands as weak and knowledge as limited as mine, failure
will meet this great experiment which the Masters are
making, and that we shall find that neither President
nor Society is fit to take that step forward, are both still
too childish, not sufficiently mature, and therefore notable
to tread the path which is the path upwards to the spiritual
life, when the organisation shall again become but the
mere outside veiling of the spiritual life, carrying the
message of regeneration to the world, and the birth of
a new civilisation. That is one possibility that should
be faced. And the other?